
2026 UNC Science Expo 
Interest Meeting



Agenda

• Welcome, introductions

• What is the Science Expo?

• How can you participate?

• Next Steps

• Q&A April 11, 2026
go.unc.edu/ScienceExpo



What is the UNC Science Expo?



North Carolina Science Festival

1000+ events every 
April in all 100 counties

Presented by

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Proudly produced by UNC’s Morehead Planetarium and Science Center, the North Carolina Science Festival was established in 2010 as the nation’s first statewide science festival.

16 years later, the Festival has grown into an annual tradition that takes place every April, with hundreds of partners including museums and science centers, colleges and universities, zoos and aquariums, state and local parks, libraries, businesses, clubs and organizations, and all sorts of other groups hosting an incredible variety of STEM events.

In 2025, the NC Science Festival featured 1000+ events includes all of the events on the public calendar, plus our K-12 initiatives: Duke Energy Science Nights at elementary schools and SciMatch for middle schools




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Signature event for the NC Science Festival
Annual opportunity for student organizations, research labs, faculty-led groups and local partners to share their work in science with the broader community through hands-on and interactive activities
Rain-or-shine-outdoor event in the Morehead/McCorkle area of campus
Celebration of our vibrant science community, at UNC and in the Triangle
Exhibitor booths
Stage performances
Food truck rodeo




2025 UNC Science Expo Numbers

• Attendees: 7,000+

• STEM Professionals: 602

• Organizations: 101

• Volunteers & Staff: 58

• Stage Performances: 8





UNC Science Expo is supported by:

Office of the Chancellor 

Office of the Provost

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research

College of Arts and Sciences



How can you participate?



Exhibiting

• Exhibitors must provide a STEM 
activity or interactive 
component for visitors to 
engage with.

• Free and open to any UNC-
affiliated group

• External groups can participate 
as Expo or NCSciFest sponsors

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Discounts available for nonprofits



Exhibiting
• NCSciFest Theme: Science Matters
• What makes a good activity?

• What will visitors DO?

• Beware!
• Academic posters
• Brochures/flyers
• Static displays/presentations

Touch Manipulate Build

Try Test Make

Model Organize Design

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Theme – shapes our approach for the festival overall. 
Exhibitors are invited to use it, but it's not required

We’re excited to explore and celebrate the ways science has impacted our lives and shaped our communities. We hope our partners will interpret this in ways that make sense for them, and think about how we can reinforce the importance of STEM and the validity of the scientific processes




Exhibiting - logistics

• 10’x10’ covered presentation space

• 8’ table, 2 chairs
• Additional chairs, tables, and 

electrical access can be requested, 
but not guaranteed

• Exhibitors MAY NOT sell 

• Parking available in nearby lots

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drop-off/pickup in Morehead Lot



Stage Shows

• Science demos

• Dance

• Music

• Comedy



Perks

• T-Shirts*

• Coffee and bagels

• Pizza lunch

• Interactions with public

*Subject to a cap



Next Steps



Next Steps

• Registration link to follow

• Sign-up closes February 13th

• Keep in touch – fill out web form 
to be added to our mailing list

• Stay tuned for workshop 
opportunities



Questions?

scienceexpo@unc.edu

go.unc.edu/ScienceExpo
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